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With incredible health benefits, hassle-free entertainment, relaxation and more, a 

new hot tub is an exciting investment that’s sure to bring years of fun to you and 

yours. But if you’ve never shopped for a unique home investment like a spa before, 

it’s easy to get overwhelmed.  

 

With many different brands, models, and features, along with maintenance concerns, 

energy use and more, how do you know where to begin? Luckily, making sense of 

the hot tub buying process is easy with access to the right information.  

 

We’ve created this guide for people just like you who are ready to buy, but could 

benefit from some inside knowledge to guide the process. By familiarizing yourself 

with a few important details before buying, you’ll be able to choose the one hot tub 

that fits your needs and expectations. 

 
Inside the Step-by-Step Hot Tub Buyer’s Guide, you’ll find valuable information on 

how to choose the right size, shape and location for your new spa, along with how 

to recognize the types of features and components that maximize enjoyment while 

keeping operating costs low. We’ll also share tricks for easy water care and explain 

why the right brand is so important for ensuring your experience is great before, 

during and after purchase.  

 

There are many reasons why people buy hot tubs. Some are looking for an easy way 

to relax and de-stress after a long day of work, others are interested in hydrotherapy 

to ease aches and pains. For many more, creating space to enjoy quality time with 

family is motivation enough.  
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Whatever the reason you are considering a hot tub at home, it makes sense to be 

informed. The more prepared you are, the easier it will be to narrow your choices to 

those brands and models that fit your needs and budget best.  

 

We’re happy to join you on your journey and ready to help you navigate the exciting 

world of hot tubs with confidence and peace of mind as you choose the perfect in 

home spa!  

 

Size and Shape – Considerations 
 

Stroll through a hot tub showroom and it’s easy to 

imagine bringing home any one of the amazing 

models on display. Modern hot tubs come in a wide 

range of shapes and sizes – round party tubs, small 

square models, large rectangular models, and even 

triangle shaped spas designed specifically to fit 

neatly in a corner.  

 

Without a plan, it’s easy to get overwhelmed when 

choosing the perfect shape spa to fit your home. 

The best way to minimize confusion when entering 

a dealer showroom for the first time is to think about size and shape before browsing. 

Begin by asking yourself a few basic questions: 

 

How many people will be using the hot tub on a regular basis?  Obviously, if you 

live alone or with a spouse, you wouldn’t necessarily need to invest in a large 

oversized hot tub. However, be realistic about who will be using your spa and you’ll 

be better prepared to choose the right one. If you have a large extended family who 

visit frequently or you plan to entertain often, you may want to explore models that 

can accommodate more than two people at one time.  
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Remember, size is only one variable – seating arrangements are important too. Some 

models offer bench seating to easily fit 6-8 adults comfortably. Others have lounge 

style seating, designed for maximized hydrotherapy. Be sure to look at not only the 

size of the hot tub, but also, seating arrangements to ensure your goals with 

ownership are met.  

 

How much room do you have indoors or outside? 

The key to choosing the right hot tub involves 

careful consideration. If you know where you 

intend to place the tub, be sure to take accurate 

measurements.  

 

Whether you have a large outdoor deck or a 

compact space in mind, taking exact 

measurements is critical for ensuring you have 

adequate room for your purchase. Keep in mind, 

you will need to leave space for electrical 

components as well as room for guests to get in and out of the tub safely.  

 

When choosing the right size and shape hot tub, decide how you plan on using the 

tub – to entertain groups of people, to relax solo or maybe a bit of both. Choose a 

model that fits not only the available space, but also, your needs and expectations.  
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Location, Location, Location 
Often, new buyers neglect to think long term when choosing a final resting spot for 

a new spa. The patio or deck is perfect, and the trees offer ample shade. However, 

one of the best advantages to spa ownership is the ability to use your hot tub year 

round. Will the location you choose provide the same benefits in all four seasons? 

Here are a few points to consider when deciding on a location for your spa.  

 

Trees, shrubs and landscaping - If your home is professionally landscaped and you 

have a designated spot in mind for the hot tub, great!  However, many new buyers 

do not, and it pays to think through where trees and shrubs are located to avoid 

problems down the road. When choosing a location, be sure to look for low hanging 

branches or flowering trees with overgrowth that may need to be trimmed before 

bringing a hot tub into the yard.  

 

Privacy and neighbors - Another overlooked detail concerning location is privacy. 

Again, if the lush trees and shrubs provide adequate seclusion mid summer, how will 

privacy be impacted during the winter months when trees are bare? Lack of privacy 

should not dissuade you from purchasing a hot tub, but thinking about the view while 

in the tub, and perhaps avoiding a direct line to the neighbor’s window may be a 

smart decision.  

 

 

http://www.oceanspraypoolsandspas.com/


Easy Step-by-Step Hot Tub Buyer’s Guide 

 

6                  This report provided by: www.OceanSprayPoolsAndSpas.com 

 

Finally, how near or far the hot tub is to your house is important. When the weather 

is warm, a quick stroll down a garden path may be enjoyable. However, a long 

distance to the house mid-winter may be extremely challenging, reducing 

enjoyment.  

 

Buy an Energy Efficient Spa to Keep Operating Costs Low 
 

Energy use is an important detail for new hot 

tub buyers. When selecting a spa, remember 

that the initial cost is only part of the equation, 

as you will need to factor in cost to maintain 

the spa for years to come.  

 

With that in mind, the more efficient your hot 

tub, the less it will cost you in the long run. 

Here are some key features to consider for 

optimal energy use.  

 

Cabinet Insulation - Similar to the role of insulation in your home, hot tubs that are 

well insulated with quality material perform better – and cost you less money over 

time. Don’t be afraid to ask about the density of the insulation used, and whether or 

not there are multiple layers for the most energy efficiency.  

 

Insulated Hot Tub Cover - A quality cover is an 

essential part of keeping operating costs low. Not 

only does it help maintain water temperature longer, 

but also, it protects your water from dirt and debris. 

Look for tight fitting covers that seal properly.  
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Efficient Jets, Heaters and Pumps - Some models offer jets that power on only when 

directed for an additional moneysaving option. Less horsepower equals less energy. 

Heating components and pumps that transfer heat from the equipment compartment 

to the water are smart and practical money-savers.  

 

Dedicated Circulation Pump - Rather than relying on jets to circulate the water in 

your spa, a dedicated pump reduces energy use, which helps saves money.  

 

Energy Efficient Lighting - Finally, don’t forget to consider your options with LED 

lighting – an easy way to create ambiance at low cost.  

 

 
 

Easy Maintenance – Look for Minimal Chemical Use 

to Keep Your Spa Water Clean 
 

Regardless what a sales person tells you or how great a hot tub is, eventually you 

will need to get involved in some light maintenance. Having said that, investing in a 

hot tub that does much of the work for you greatly reduces the time you will need to 

dedicate to spa maintenance. 

 

When it comes to water maintenance, there are many different ways to keep your 

spa water sparking clean and ready to use. While traditional care involves chemicals 

like chlorine or bromine, we suggest looking for systems that minimize chemical 

use.  
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Salt Water Systems - Salt water systems automatically 

generate chlorine and cleaners so you don’t need to handle 

them. Salt water systems are extremely popular, and many 

hot tub owners say these water care systems actually 

improve the feel of spa water as well as decrease dry skin 

and eye irritation that’s common with traditional systems.  

 

High Output Ozone Systems - Ozone is one of the most powerful water treatment 

compounds available, and has been used for years as an alternative to more 

traditional chlorine-based systems. It works by oxidizing and sanitizing water, 

producing cleaner water faster with fewer chemicals. With disinfection rates higher 

than traditional chlorine, ozone is odorless and extremely effective. 

 

Of course, professional hot tub dealers are experts at water care and can answer any 

questions you have about how to choose the best products to keep your spa water 

clean, clear and inviting.  

 

 
 

Select a Brand Name from a Local Dealer 
 

Let’s face it, a hot tub is a major purchase and since you plan on keeping it for a long 

time, you better be sure that the brand you buy has and will continue to stand the test 

of time.  Here are a few important things to think about for when deciding on which 

brand to buy. 
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A long time in business means something. - Business longevity is an 

important clue as to how reputable your dealer is, but also, the brand name 

hot tub you ultimately choose. Brands that continually satisfy customers 

will stand the test of time; those who don’t, will never become a household 

name. 

 

Industry leaders are innovative. - Leading brands prioritize staying ahead 

of the curve. Particularly with advancements in water care solutions and 

hydrotherapy, brands that prioritize innovation are likely to offer features 

and components that outpace the competition.  

 

Real feedback from real customers helps. - While no brand is perfect, leading brands 

have earned consumer trust through years of commitment to quality. As a result, 

most have the extraordinary customer reviews to prove it. However, read with 

caution – not everyone tells the truth when reviewing a product and there are always 

two sides to every complaint. Google Plus and Yelp are great places to start looking.  

 

 

 

 

It’s possible to secure comprehensive warranty coverage.  Don’t let anyone 

convince you that you can’t get the warranty coverage you need to feel safe and 

secure with your new investment. The best hot tub brands always back up their 

products with extensive warranty coverage.  

 

Putting It Altogether 
 

Now that you’ve committed to buying an in-home hot tub, taking the time to 

understand how best to choose the perfect one to fit your needs and lifestyle is smart. 

Whether you’re unsure how to decide on the right size and shape, or maybe in need 

of a little advice for choosing the perfect spot once it arrives, the more you know, 

the better your experience is likely to be.  
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Smart energy saving tips will help keep operating costs low while using innovative 

water care solutions to maintain your spa will make certain you enjoy your new 

purchase, both in and out of the tub. Finally, as is true with any large purchase, the 

brand you choose matters. Leading brands are innovative, trusted and respected by 

consumers. They’ve worked hard to create a stellar business reputation, and as a 

result of this commitment, they’re backed by solid warranties.  

 

With a solid foundation of hot tub information, you should be able to navigate the 

showroom floor with confidence, ready to identify hot tub models that will bring 

you – and your wallet, the most satisfaction. We hope you’ve enjoyed reading our 

buyer’s guide, and wish you best of luck on your journey into the extraordinary 

world of hot tub ownership! 
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About Us 

 
Ocean Spray Hot Tubs and Saunas has been improving the backyard living 

experience of Long Island residents for over 36 years. Recognized for excellence, 

Ocean Spray has maintained an award-winning reputation of delivering a sense of 

wellness, relaxation and socialization with each and every sale. Second, only to our 

first-rate customer service, is the commitment to our community.  

 

Giving back through charitable donations and involvement, Ocean Spray has earned 

a prestigious place on the AQUA 100 list, a distinguished honour recognizing 

excellence within the spa & pool retailing and service industry.  

 

With three beautiful showrooms in Melville, Farmingdale & Westhampton Beach, 

Ocean Spray has been a premium choice in the creation of backyard dreams across 

all of Suffolk and Nassau Counties. An appointment with one of our consultants will 

begin your journey of ideas, design and finally Escape, to your own backyard.  

 

Our lifestyle enhancing products include: 

• Hot Springs Portable Spas 

• Finnleo Pure Saunas 

• Endless Pools Fitness Systems 

• The Big Green Egg, Ultimate Cooking Experience & Eggcessories 

• Silk Balance Water Care 

 

Take the time to visit one of our showrooms and meet with our team to get yourself 

started. We offer financing on all hot tubs and saunas. Service and maintenance is 

completed by our own expertly trained and certified staff of technicians and Hot Tub 

Doctor. Spa and pool water care programs are available seasonally or year round. 
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Find Us 

 

610 NY-110 

Melville, NY 11747 

(631) 756-5535 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

97 Old Riverhead Rd 

Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 

(631) 288-6006 
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2233 Broadhollow Road 

Farmingdale, NY 11735 

631.396.0335 
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